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HOMES

HOUSES

Five business bigwigs

expose their personal

edifice complexes.

BY PATRICIA SELLERS

SUCCESSFUL MEOPLE ARE CCOPSTANTLY FACED WITH A (RTESTRN
that would annoy the rest of the world: 5o, what de | de with all this
maoncy ™ Some buy st cars or powerboss or Learjets. Others acgquine ino-
ply wives, One of the most ubiguitous expressions of net worih. howeser,
is basic bricks and morar From Morgan to Gates, titans have long dis-
played their edifice complexes—as well as ego, andacity, amd eccemricily
in their monuments to themselves, Clhes may make the man, bat it's the
home that reflects the true self.
O the: following pages. you Tl mseet keaders who own one-of-n-kind res-
idences. Eli Broad has a museumlike mansion contaming one of ihe workd's
best private collections of COMcTporanry an "-"i"-l:nh.' |[||.|.r£|'||1.1 has com-
structed what i3 probably the planct’s most exclusive couniry chab—a per-
sonal 35,000 -squane-food clubbouse and 18-hole golf course designed by
lepend-of-the-links Gary Player. lan Schrager. the man who created hip
bouatique™ botels, contends that kifchens and bathrooms are “the new
gathering places.” Microsofi's Charles Simonyi lives in a Bondian lair with
electronic cvervthing—induding a computerized bed thal revodves to catch
the: sunrise. At the siher extreme, another founder and cheir-
man of 8 FORTUNE 500 company, Corporate Express” Jirckn  Preeminent art col-
Rysavy, doesn’t have a bed at all: He sheeps in a skeeping bag lecior and entrépne
in a tiny cxbin with no plumbing. Which goes ioshoew, ifvou're newr Eli Eraad in his
rich enough, vou can live anyway vou damn well please Gehry-desigried hodmne
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Thee gheasts of Warheal and Halston are here, but hotelier
Schrager converted his "80s party pad inbo a family retreat. Like
the man himself, H's a model of excesshee understatement,

o o hes refbected the seatgeist af hip, urban, disaf-
fecied America with gquite The panache thal Tan
Schrager has, Inthe 19708 he ereated Swdio 54, cast-
ing glamour as sell-mdulgent, irresponsible glive. Fi-
mally bost in the mood of the era, he and his partner,
Steve Bubell wenl to jail n 1980 for tax evashon. N
Schrager is back on top, this 1ime ina hospitaliny trade more mEwin-
siream than disco, His very hol, sery ey “boutigue™ botels—
Marhattan's Fosalton, LA Mondrian, Siami's Delano—drae
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the well-heeled, who smll that Hileoms and Marmiotts ane as culiu-
rally obwolete as your father's Olcbamobile. A stylist in a business now
comtrolled by financicrs, Schrager posts cxcepionally high profies by
charging 3300 & night anc up for tiny rooms with spare, whire-
swathed décor After a buying spree this past year, he mow owns 16
properitics workbasde and & the Brgest private hotelier in New York,

A cunning reinvenior, Schrager has been applying such skilk
te s ot porscral bostelry—his home, His Scuthampeon beach
hewase 1= a vestige of s swinging-single days: In 1985, be and Ru-
bell (who died in 1989) bought the property for 3.2 million as a
paarty vere, Last year, Schrager st about transforming the leaky,
drafty 1926 mansion inio o weekend home for his wife, Rira, and
two young daughiers, Sophia and Ava, He knocked oun bed-

rovms (Ehe bouse had 18), ad.r.li.ng H |,'||:|:.-|.'|:r|:rr|11 a spacious kitchen,
and a master bathroom with an enommous marble fub for family-
slyle I1:|!I1ir||g. “1 wanted to play around aith the traditional Wy
@ house is desigred,” Schrager, 52, savs “Our ideas about the
howne are based on the Victoran age, when activity revolved
arcuarsd the Ii-.-in.;_;; rescum aind dinim_e TN

Schrager is rencwaling anather new home, o T,I:l:ljl-r:quilm-ﬁum
penthouse on Manhatian's l..lr.rp:r West Sade, whach he hm,lghl for
a teported $9 million {a recond For the area). He's geiting rid of
the daming room, A Buege Kitehen will be “the main Hving space,”
hie =y, wnad hive the prime Central Park wview. The highlight is a
fldEsguare=food bathroom, =10 like o water salon,” Schrager
says. “Treating vour basdy well & the modern idza of luxury,”
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